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Find Community

Reading 2 of 4 - Why do | need a church family?

Read this before the Meaningful Membership class. Look up the key Bible passages, reflect at your own pace,
and bring your questions. The final page gives you space to write; you may keep personal reflections private.

Key Bible passages: Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

The Christian life is personal, but it was never meant to be private. When Jesus saves us, He
brings us into His family. The New Testament assumes that Christians will gather, worship, learn,
pray, serve, forgive, bear burdens, receive shepherding, and advance Christ's kingdom together.

A crowd can attend the same event without belonging to one another. A church is different. In
Christ, people with different stories become one body and begin learning to say, “These are my
people, and | am one of them.”

The church belongs to Jesus
Read Matthew 16:18; Colossians 1:18
Jesus said, “I will build my church.” The church is not first a building, a brand, a weekly program,

or a personality. It is the people Christ has redeemed and gathered. He is the Head; the church
belongs to Him.

That protects us from two errors: treating church casually because it is “just an organization,”
and treating any human leader as though the church belonged to him. Jesus loves, leads,
corrects, nourishes, and sends His church. The church is His body and His bride. He gave His
life for her, so even though she is far from perfect we need to treat her with that kind of respect.

The New Testament pictures shared life

Each biblical picture teaches something important. A body needs every member. A family shares
identity and responsibility. A temple is built from living stones. A flock is known and cared for by
shepherds. A bride is loved by Christ with covenant faithfulness.

None of those pictures describes anonymous religious consumption. They describe people
who are joined to Christ and therefore joined to one another.

From attending to belonging
Read Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:24-25

The early Christians devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread,
and prayers. They shared needs, worshiped, ate together, and bore public witness. They were not
perfect, but they were identifiable and committed.

Meaningful membership is our way of saying, “This is the congregation where | will ordinarily
worship, grow, be known, serve, give, pursue mission, and receive care.” It is not putting a name
on a list. It is making visible a biblical commitment.

The one-another life

The New Testament repeatedly tells believers to love one another, encourage one another, forgive
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one another, bear one another’s burdens, teach one another, pray for one another, and serve one
another. These commands cannot be practiced from a distance.

Community can be beautiful, but it can also be costly. It means loving imperfect people while
allowing imperfect people to love us. Grace gives us the humility to confess, forgive, stay
teachable, and pursue peace.

Shepherding and spiritual care
Read Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:1-4

Christ gives elders to know, feed, lead, protect, and pray for His people. Elders are not spiritual
celebrities or controllers. They are under-shepherds who answer to the Chief Shepherd and
must serve under His Word without domineering.

Membership helps answer two practical questions: “Who are these elders responsible
for shepherding?” and “Who has invited these elders to know and care for them?”
Meaningful membership gives pastoral care a name and a face.

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

Jesus gave His Church two sacraments: baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Baptism marks our
entrance into the visible covenant community, and the Lord’s Supper nourishes believers as we
remember and proclaim Christ’'s death and commune with Him by faith.

These signs are not saved by their own power. They point us to Christ and are means through
which God strengthens faith by His Word and Spirit. We welcome questions about baptism,
children, and the Lord’s Supper, and we provide optional resources for deeper study.

Before you move on

At Christchurch Miami, “Welcome Home” is more than a slogan. We want people to move from
being welcomed in a room to being known as part of a family. Finding community means
accepting both the gift and responsibility of life together.

Reflect and prepare

These questions are invitations to conversation, not a test. Write as much or as little as you find
helpful. You may discuss sensitive matters privately with a pastor or elder.



1. What is the difference between attending a church and belonging to
a church?

2. Which aspect of the church community is most life-giving to you?
Which is the hardest?

3. Is there a past church experience that would help our leaders care
for you wisely? You may answer privately.

A question | want to bring to class




