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God Remembered Noah
A guided conversation from the November 1, 2026 sermon by Kent Keller

SUMMARY

Week eight of Foundations lands on Reformation Sunday, and Kent Keller opened it where a skeptic might — with a
Jewish friend over lunch asking, “Do you really believe all that? A man, a boat, a flood?” Kent’s answer was to walk
straight into Genesis 8. Noah and his family had been adrift the better part of a year, with no marker to show the
water was falling, when three words turn the entire story: “But God remembered Noah.” This does not mean God
had forgotten, Kent was quick to say — when the Old Testament says God remembers someone, it means He is
moving to show grace. The word shows up seventy-three times, and every time God remembers, He is about to
save.

Then the rescue begins to move. God sends a wind over the water — ruach, the same word for Spirit that hovered
over the deep in Genesis 1, parted the sea, and filled the house at Pentecost. A dove goes out and comes back with
a freshly plucked olive leaf, one small living sign that the waters were receding. And when the ground is dry, God
speaks the words of Genesis 1 all over again: be fruitful and multiply. His plan for creation, Kent said, had not been
thwarted by the flood or by the fall — it had only been delayed.

That led Kent to a line he did not soften: “God will accomplish His purposes with us or without us.” While you have
breath, you have a say in whether He works through you or around you — and the invitation is to get on board
rather than be left standing on the shore. Then Noah steps off the ark, and his first act is not relief but worship: he
builds the first altar in all of Scripture and offers what is costly. Even here, Kent reminded us, drawing near to God
requires sacrifice — something has to die.

And that is where Reformation Sunday meets Genesis 8. The ark carried Noah through the flood, but Kent was
emphatic that the ark never saved him — the grace of God did, from the first plank to the final latch. “It wasn’t really
the ark that covered them and saved them,” he said. “It was the grace of God.” Not works, not even the altar, but
grace through faith — and for us, the blood of Christ, the better sacrifice the altar only pointed toward. Five hundred
years ago the church recovered those same words: grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. Noah’s story
had been carrying them the whole time.
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PRAYER OPENING PRAYER

Father, before we say a word, remind us that You remembered Noah when nothing in the sky had changed — and
that You remember us the same way, in mercy, long before we feel it. Quiet the part of us that is still trying to earn
You. Open our eyes to the grace hidden in this chapter, from the wind You sent to the altar Noah built, and teach us
that it was never the ark that saved him. It was You. Amen.

START ICE BREAKER

Noah and his family waited the better part of a year on a boat, with no sign the water was going down.
Tell us about a time you had to wait far longer than you expected for something to change — and what
the waiting did to you.

SCRIPTURE KEY SCRIPTURES

GENESIS 8:1 (ESV)

Genesis 8:1 (ESV) But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. And
God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided.

GENESIS 8:11 (ESV)

Genesis 8:11 (ESV) And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive
leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth.

GENESIS 8:16-17 (ESV)

Genesis 8:16-17 (ESV) “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. Bring out
with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”

GENESIS 8:20 (ESV)

Genesis 8:20 (ESV) Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and some of every clean
bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

EPHESIANS 2:8-9 (ESV)

Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV) For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

DISCUSS DISCUSSION

01 BUT GOD REMEMBERED NOAH

Read Genesis 8:1. After a year adrift, the whole story turns on three words: “But God remembered Noah.”
Kent said that when the Old Testament says God remembers someone, it does not mean He had forgotten
— it means He is moving to show grace. Where in your life do you need to trust that God has already
remembered you in mercy, even though nothing has visibly changed yet?
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02 THE LONG WAIT

Between the door closing and “God remembered Noah” are 150 days of nothing happening. What has your
longest stretch of waiting on God looked like?

03 AND THE LORD SHUT HIM IN

“And the LORD shut him in.” Noah did not close the door — God did. When has being shut into something
you did not choose turned out to be safety?

04 LOOK FOR THE OLIVE LEAF

Read Genesis 8:11. The dove comes back with one freshly plucked olive leaf — not the whole coastline, just
a single living sign that the waters were receding. Where could you look for your “olive leaf” this week —
one small sign that God is at work — instead of waiting to see the whole thing before you trust Him?

05 WITH US OR WITHOUT US

Read Genesis 8:16-17 — God repeats the Genesis 1 mandate, be fruitful and multiply, because His
purposes were only delayed by the flood, never stopped. Kent put it bluntly: “God will accomplish His
purposes with us or without us.” Where is God inviting you to get on board with what He is already doing,
rather than be left standing on the shore?

06 THE GRATEFUL THING FIRST

The first thing Noah does on dry ground is build an altar, not a house. What would it look like for you to do
the grateful thing before the practical one?

07 WORSHIP THAT COSTS SOMETHING

Read Genesis 8:20. Off the ark, Noah’s first move is to build an altar and offer what is costly — the first altar
in all of Scripture. Kent said even here, drawing near to God requires sacrifice; something has to die. What
does real worship actually cost you — time, money, comfort, pride — and where have you been offering God
only what is left over?

08 IT WASN’T THE ARK, IT WAS GRACE

Read Ephesians 2:8-9. Kent ended on Reformation Sunday’s one truth: the ark carried Noah through, but it
never saved him — the grace of God did, and for us it is the blood of Christ. Are you still trusting the “ark” of
your own effort, your church attendance, your good record, to save you — or are you resting in the grace
that already has? Be honest about which one you actually lean on when you are afraid.

APPLY THIS WEEK

Pick one. Do it before you meet again.

Name where you need to be remembered Write down the one situation where nothing has visibly changed
and you are quietly wondering if God has forgotten you. Then say out loud: “But God remembered Noah —
and He has remembered me.” Tell one person in this group what you wrote.

1

Point to one olive leaf Instead of demanding the whole coastline before you’ll trust God, name one small
living sign of His grace this week — an answered prayer, an open door, a kindness — and thank Him for it out
loud, by name.

2

Do the grateful thing first Before you do the next practical, urgent thing on your list this week, do the grateful
thing first — worship, give, serve, or write the thank-you — the way Noah built an altar before he built a house.
Come back ready to say what it was.

3
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Come back next week ready to say what happened, not what you intended.

R EMEMBER REMEMBER

Genesis 8 turns on three words — “But God remembered Noah” — and lands, on Reformation Sunday,
where the whole Bible lands: it was never the ark that saved him, it was the grace of God, and that

same grace covers us now in the blood of Christ.

PRAYER CLOSING PRAYER

Father, thank You that You remembered Noah, and that You have remembered us — that the rescue was Your grace
from the first plank to the final latch. Teach us to wait on You without deciding You have forgotten, to look for the
olive leaf, to worship before we do the practical thing, and to stop trusting our own ark. It was never the boat; it was
You. We rest in the blood of Christ, the better sacrifice the altar only pointed toward. Amen.

G E T  T H E  A P P

Christchurch Miami, on your phone
Scan with your phone's camera to download the free app for iPhone or Android — this study guide,
Sunday's sermon and your Community Group, all in one place.
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“But God remembered Noah.” When the Old Testament says God remembers someone, He is moving to show
grace — He has remembered you too, in mercy, long before you feel it.

▶

Look for the olive leaf. God gives one small living sign that the waters are receding; trust Him on that rather than
demanding the whole coastline first.

▶

God will accomplish His purposes with us or without us. While you have breath, you have a say in whether He
works through you — so get on board.

▶

It was never the ark that saved Noah — it was the grace of God. Not works, not even the altar, but grace alone,
through faith alone, in Christ alone, whose blood covers us now.

▶
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