CHRISTCHURCH MIAMI FOUNDATIONS

A STUDY THROUGH GENESIS 1-11
A Faith Family on Mission WEEK 7 - GENESIS 7

FOUNDATIONS - COMMUNITY GROUP STUDY - GENESIS 7

Safe in the Ark

A guided conversation from the October 25, 2026 sermon by James Drake

SUMMARY

Week seven of Foundations walks through the door of the ark, and James Drake started where the chapter does —
with grace, not a hammer. Before Noah drives another nail in Genesis 7, God says, “Go into the ark... for | have seen
that you are righteous before me in this generation.” The verdict comes first and the obedience second. “Grace
comes first,” James said, “then obedience follows.” Noah did not earn his place by his carpentry; he worked because
he already belonged to the God who had saved him. The order has not changed for us: grace first, then a life that
answers it.

Then God hands Noah a countdown — seven days — and a man who has built for decades under a clear sky simply
obeys: “And Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him.” He acts on a flood he cannot yet see, trusting the
word of a God who has never once been wrong with him. James asked us to picture Noah staring at a cloudless
horizon and loading the ark anyway. Faith, here, is doing the next thing God has made clear while the reasons are
still out of sight.

James did not soften the flood, and neither does Genesis — the loss is named three times in one chapter so we
cannot miss how total it was: “Only Noah was left.” This is a hard chapter, he admitted, because none of us enjoy
being judged. Then he gave us a courtroom: a judge who lets every offender walk free in the name of being “loving”
would horrify us. “A God who never judges,” James said, “cannot be perfectly good.” His justice is not the enemy of
His love; it is the proof He takes evil seriously. And it is never a club for deciding who deserves the next disaster —
Jesus Himself refused that logic.

Jesus, in fact, reaches back to this very flood to describe His own return: “as were the days of Noah, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man." The haunting detail is not the people's wickedness but their ordinariness — eating,
drinking, marrying, “unaware until the flood came.” For sixteen centuries, among millions, only eight stepped aboard.
The rest were simply busy, certain there would always be another day. “All we have,” James reminded us, “is really
today.” And then the five quietest words in the chapter, where he ended: “and the LORD shut him in.” Noah did not
bolt his own door; God did. The ark did not save Noah — God saved Noah, from the first plank to the final latch.
One ark, one Savior; one entrance, one door — “| am the door,” Jesus said. The gospel was hidden in the carpentry all
along.
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OPENING PRAYER

Father, we come to a chapter about a flood, and we would rather talk about the weather than about judgment.
Before we do anything else, remind us how this chapter opens: with You calling Noah righteous and telling him to
come in. Let us hear grace before we hear rain. Open our eyes to see You in the ark, in the door, and in the hand that
shut it — and teach us to obey You before we can see every reason why. Amen.

ICE BREAKER

Noah spent decades building a boat under a clear sky while the whole neighborhood watched and
wondered. When have you kept doing something you believed was right even though no one around
you understood it — and what kept you going?

KEY SCRIPTURES

GENESIS 7:1 (ESV)

Genesis 7:1 (ESV) Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for | have seen that you
are righteous before me in this generation.

GENESIS 7:4-5 (ESV)

Genesis 7:4-5 (ESV) For in seven days | will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every living thing
that | have made | will blot out from the face of the ground.” And Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him.

GENESIS 7:23 (ESV)

Genesis 7:23 (ESV) He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping
things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with
him in the ark.

MATTHEW 24:37-39 (ESV)

Matthew 24:37-39 (ESV) For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the
ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.

GENESIS 7:16 (ESV)

Genesis 7:16 (ESV) And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him. And the
LORD shut him in.

DISCUSSION

01 GRACE BEFORE THE HAMMER
Read Genesis 7:1. Before Noah lifts a tool in this chapter, God calls him “righteous before me” and tells him
to come in. James said it plainly: grace comes first, then obedience follows. Where are you still trying to
earn a standing with God that, in Christ, He has already given you? What would change this week if you
worked from being accepted instead of for it?
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LOADING THE ARK UNDER A CLEAR SKY

Read Genesis 7:4-5. God gives a seven-day countdown to a flood no one can see yet, and “Noah did all that
the LORD had commanded him.” He obeyed before the evidence arrived. Where is God asking you to do
the next faithful thing while the reasons are still out of sight? What makes that kind of obedience so hard?

A GOD WHO JUDGES

Read Genesis 7:23 — “Only Noah was left.” James admitted this is a hard chapter, then said, “A God who
never judges cannot be perfectly good.” Does God's justice unsettle you or comfort you? Be honest — and
notice what your honest answer reveals about where you are standing.

NOT A CLUB FOR BLAME

James warned us what not to do with a chapter like this: it is not a tool for deciding who deserves the next
disaster, and Jesus Himself refused that logic. When have you been tempted to read someone's hardship as
the verdict they had coming? How does it change you to remember that the flood judges sin, not a
scoreboard of who is worse than you?

UNAWARE UNTIL THE FLOOD CAME

Read Matthew 24:37-39. Jesus describes the people swept away not as cartoon villains but as ordinary —
eating, drinking, marrying, sure there would be another day. For centuries, among millions, only eight came
aboard. Where are you living as though tomorrow is guaranteed? What have you quietly assumed you'll get
to “later” with God?

ALL WE HAVE IS TODAY

James said, “All we have is really today,” and told us Jesus means that as honesty, not a scare tactic. If today
were truly the only day you were given, what would you stop putting off with God, or with the people He
has put in front of you? Name one thing — and let the group help you actually do it.

THE LORD SHUT HIM IN

Read Genesis 7:16 — “and the LORD shut him in.” Noah did not reach up and bolt his own door against the
water; God sealed it. James said the ark did not save Noah — God did, from the first plank to the final latch.
Where are you straining to hold your own salvation shut by effort, when the One who opened the door is
the One who keeps it closed and safe?

ONE DOOR

James ended where Genesis always points: there was one ark, and there is one Savior; the ark had one
entrance, and Jesus said, “l am the door.” How does seeing Christ in this chapter change the way you'll read
the hard parts of the Bible? And who in your life is standing outside a door God has already opened —
someone you could invite in this week, not to win an argument, but because you know where the door is?

THIS WEEK

Pick one. Do it before you meet again.

0 Obey before you can see why Name the one faithful thing God has already made clear to you — the plank He

has handed you — and do the next part of it this week, before the reasons line up or the sky clouds over. Noah
loaded the ark under a clear sky. Tell one person in this group what you did.

Live like today is the day There is a word unsaid, a relationship untended, a step with God you keep filing
under “later.” This week, treat today as the day you actually have. Make the call, say the thing, take the step —
not out of fear, but because “all we have is really today.”
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e Point someone to the door Someone in your life is standing outside a door God has already opened. Make
one real move toward them this week — a text, a meal, an invitation to come Sunday — not to win them, but
because before judgment there is always mercy, and you know where the door is.

Come back next week ready to say what happened, not what you intended.

REMEMBER

Grace comes first, then obedience follows. God called Noah righteous and told him to come in before Noah
drove another nail — and He welcomes us the same way.

Faith obeys before the evidence arrives. Noah loaded the ark under a clear sky, doing “all that the LORD had
commanded him” while the flood was still only a word.

A God who never judges cannot be perfectly good. His justice is not the enemy of His love — it is the proof He
takes evil seriously. And it is never a club for blame; Jesus refused that logic.

The LORD shut him in. The ark did not save Noah — God did, from first plank to final latch. One ark, one Savior;
one door — “| am the door,” and all we have to do is come in. All we have is really today.

Genesis 7 opens with grace and closes with a door God shut Himself. Before the rain there was an

invitation — “Go into the ark” — and the gospel was hidden in the carpentry all along: Jesus is the ark,
the one door, and it is always God who begins and secures the rescue.

CLOSING PRAYER

Father, we came to a chapter about a flood and You met us with an open door. Thank You that grace comes first —
that You called Noah righteous and said “come in” before the first drop fell, and that in Jesus You have cut one door
through the judgment and left it open for us. Teach us to obey before we can see why, to live as though today is the
day You have actually given us, and to point someone else toward the door You opened. We come in. Amen.

GET THE APP
Christchurch Miami, on your phone

Scan with your phone's camera to download the free app for iPhone or Android — this study guide,
Sunday's sermon and your Community Group, all in one place.

christchurchmiami.org/app

CHRISTCHURCH MIAMI 8485 SW 112th St - Miami (Kendall), FL 33156
Sundays at 11 AM - Wednesdays 6:30 PM Family Night

christchurchmiami.org

A Faith Family on Mission

Christchurch Miami - A Faith Family on Mission - Page 4 of 4



	Safe in the Ark
	SUMMARY
	PRAYEROpening Prayer
	STARTIce Breaker
	SCRIPTUREKey Scriptures
	DISCUSSDiscussion
	APPLYThis Week
	REMEMBERRemember
	PRAYERClosing Prayer


